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SHOW 
SPECTACULAR!
WHAT A CRACKING 
DAY IT WAS!  Over 400 
villagers, friends and visitors 
enjoyed a traditional rural 
horticultural show and a 
family fun day in glorious 
sunshine, on Sunday 5th 
September, a true reflection 
of what community spirit is 
all about in Blacko. 
   With an increase in entries 
for the show and a high 
standard, a host of stalls, 
attractions and a variety of 
food available and fun races 
rounded off by the ever-
popular Tower Race, it can 
be marked up as another 
success. 
   But, it was touch and go as 
to whether it would be 
possible to run it, as the 
Events Committee was 
concerned that there would 
be enough volunteers, but  
the letter sent to all 
households in the village had  

 
 

WORM-CHARMING 
ANTICS 

the desired effect, seeing 
around twenty volunteering, 
on the day and before.    
   There is no doubt that 
“many hands do make light 
work”!  The day was 
generously sponsored by 

 

DOVE VOLVO 
THE VAN TEAM & 

WHEATLEY 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 

 

Another wait 
for Bloom 

results 
IT’S ONLY THE SECOND YEAR IN 
NORTH WEST IN BLOOM, but 
Blacko’s won something, again.  What, though, 
won’t be revealed until the awards ceremony at 
Southport in October.  Last year, besides being a 
runner-up in the Village Class, we were judged 
the best new entry, but it can’t be that! 
The village looked magnificent throughout the 
summer, thanks to a wonderful effort, the hard 
work by the Adopt-a-Spot volunteers, the 
generosity of several residents and that of our 
sponsors for the North West in Bloom and Best 
Kept Village Competitions:- 

 

A Ashworth & Son 
Blacko Events Committee 

DIH Designs 
The Hoare Family (in memory of Jean) 

Institute of Health & Beauty 
McParland & Partners 

Robinson & Lawlor 
 

The Best Kept Village Competition is proving 
hard, as being in the Champion Village Class 
means we’re up against villages of very high 
quality.  This year, the winner was, (again) Wrea 
Green, but it must be said that it was a very 
worthy winner.  It is certainly Best Kept.  
However, we did well, coming fourth in the first 
round, which meant we were short-listed for the 
two finalists, Brookhouse in the Vale of Lune 
being the eventual runner-up.  In the Certificate 
of Merit awards, Blacko was runner-up in the 
Notice Board category for the one by the shop, 
and it’s the fist time we’ve ever picked up an 
award in that category. 

WHAT’S ON AT A GLANCE! 
 

Monday 1.11 
Presentation 

Evening at Cross 
Gaits 

Friday 5.11 
Cross Gaits 

Bonfire 
6pm 

Sun 14.11 
Remembrance 

Service 
10.50 

Sunday 5.12 
School & 

Chapel Carol 
Service 2pm 

Sunday 12.12 
Christmas Fair 
at the school  

1 - 4 

Tuesday 14.12 
Over 70s’ Meal 

at the 
Moorcock 

Monday 20.12 
Carols around 
the tree 6.30 

 

In the New Year there will be a dinner dance at the Black Bull, Rimington on 15th January.  There is 
already a waiting list (see item inside) – ring 616562.  Also planned are a children’s Easter event and a 

Gardeners’ Question Time 



Blacko environmental projects update 
THE WALL’S FINISHED!  And 
how good it looks, too.  The workmanship is 
to a very high standard, and, what’s more, 
the two key players with the contractors to 
LCC, Marchbridge, Sean Haran and Steve 
Wilson, endeared themselves to residents to 
the extent that it has been decided that they 
will receive the Peter Reed Cup, awarded 
annually to those who have contributed most 
to the parish.  It will be presented at the 
Cross Gaits on 1st November. That’s not all, 
though, as funding has been secured by the 
Parish Council from the Barrowford and 
Western Parishes Area Committee of Pendle 
Borough Council for the wall on the opposite 
side of the road to be rebuilt, and that is 
being done by our own expert dry-stone-
waller, lengthsman, Dave Bridge. 

 

The work on the wall unearthed an old drinking 
trough, which suggests the original line of the 
pre-turnpike road.  It has been retained as a 
feature 

The parish now has two traditional finger 
posts, the second being erected at the Cross 
Gaits, manufactured by Duncan Armstrong, 
who made the one at the Chapel.  Funding 
for that also came from Barrowford and 
Western Parishes. 
   The area around the Gaits has always been 
an attractive part of the parish, not least the 
pub itself, but it is, sadly, usually spoiled by 
litter thrown from cars.  Pendle BC does 
periodic litter-picks, but the parts of 
Barnoldswick Road above and below the 
Gaits are considered too dangerous for 
volunteers.  However, the grass verges at 
each side of the new sign and the area at the 
side of the Gaits are cut by Dave Bridge, and 
if anyone is passing, please feel free to have 
a quick pick!   

 

PICNIC CANCELLED 
Blacko Events Committee’s 
“Picnic in the Park” planned for 12 
June had to be cancelled, as the break-even 
point of 100 ticket sales could not be met.  
Fortunately, suppliers with whom orders had 
been placed were very understanding, but the 
committee is concerned that that might not 
always be the case.  The summer dinner 
dance in 2009 had to be cancelled due to lack 
of sales, and the venue’s management was 
also very understanding.  That venue turned 
out to be the  one for the very successful 
Black Tie Dinner Dance last Christmas. 
   This Christmas, the venue has had to be 
changed to the Black Bull at Rimington in 
January, but with a reduced capacity.  
Needless to say, another gamble could not be 
taken, and it’s already sold out, with a 
waiting list, before it could be advertised.  
The Events Committee is sorry some people 
will be disappointed, but the venue needed 
confirmation, backed up with a deposit. 

 

AWARDS EVENING  
& ANNUAL BLACKO 
GET-TOGETHER 

 

at the CROSS GAITS  
7.30 Monday 1 November 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE 
PETER REED CUP AND 

FRONTAGE COMPETITION 
PRIZES 

 

Free buffet 
 

ALL WELCOME!  
 

 

 

FRONTAGES GET 
BETTER AND BETTER! 

Mary Ellis, the Frontage Competition’s 
judge, has a harder job each year.  Standards 
are ever getting higher, and the winners are:- 
 

Large House – Mr & Mrs Brown, 
Willaston Avenue; runner-up – Mr R 
Foster, Beverley Road 
Medium House – Mr & Mrs I McDonald, 
Gisburn Road; runner-up – Mr & Mrs D 
Anderton, Hollin Fold 
Small House – Mr & Mrs T Crook, Hill 
View; runner-up – Mr & Mrs R Preston, 
Gisburn Road 
Commercial premises – Mr J Ingham – 
Rising Sun 
Special award for a consistently high 
standard – Mr & Mrs G Ivers, Gisburn 
Road 
 

Following a suggestion from David Phipps 
of Hollin Fold, a number of householders 
received a commendatory certificate from 
the judge for their high standard. 

A BIG ANNIVERSARY LOOMS 
and Blacko School starts the countdown  

IN TWO YEAR’S TIME it’s 400 
years since the infamous trial of the 
Lancashire Witches at Lancaster Castle, and 
our area is, of course, up to its neck in the 
history of the whole business.  Moves are 
afoot to mark the occasion, and Blacko will, 
no doubt, be joining the other Pendleside 
villages in whatever is planned.  Roughlee 
and Newchurch are both steeped in the history 
of the witches, and it is generally accepted 
that the fateful coven was held at Malkin 
Tower in Blacko on land now forming part of 
Malkin Tower Farm 
   However, there could be a new twist to the 
tale, as Year 5 and 6 pupils at Blacko School 
have started a project to try and prove that the 
witches were actually from Blacko, which 
might not please other villages if they’re 
right! 

 

 
Rewriting history.  Will Blacko 

School’s Pendle Witches theory hold 
water?  The plot thickens at Malkin 

Tower Farm 

   Taking their research out into the field 
(literally), Andrew and Rachel Turner, now 
proprietors of the award-winning holiday 
accommodation at the farm, met the children 
and joined them on their re-enactment of 
events in 1612.  Wearing period dress, they 
trod the wet and soggy ground where they 
believe Demdyke lived. 
   Teacher, Charlotte Dilworth said “We are 
not disputing that they did not get taken to 
Lancaster, but we believe the witches lived in 
Blacko.  It’s going to be a massive project, 
and this is just the beginning.”  Rachel (a 
Blacko girl herself) was pleased to assist and 
said “We want to make sure that the children 
learn about local history.” 
   So, Roughlee (and Newchurch, Barley, etc.), 
what do you think about that? 
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